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CONSERVATION: AN OPPORTUNITY

FOR BETTER INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

Mariano Aguas

ABSTRACT

The article addresses the strategic importance of Antarctica and how countries with interests in the
region can utilize soft power in their foreign policies. Soft power is defined as a non-coercive strategy
that uses diplomacy, collaboration, culture, and humanitarian aid to influence other countries. The
reasons why soft power is a useful tool in international relations are discussed, including influence and
persuasion, the generation of attraction and legitimacy, network building and cooperation, conflict
resolution, and influence on global public opinion. It is concluded that soft power is particularly
relevant in the context of national Antarctic interests due to the strategic importance of Antarctica
and the challenges of its governance.
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THE ANTARCTIC ECOSYSTEM AND ITS CONSERVATION: AN OPPORTUNITY FOR BETTER

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

Antarctica is a continent rich in natural resources, but it is also an environmental and scientific
sanctuary of global importance. It is an uninhabited territory located at the southern end of the
planet that has generated interest and concern from various countries due to its strategic significance,
climate importance, and natural resource wealth.

For countries with national Antarctic interests, such as those conducting scientific research or seeking
future economic exploitation opportunities, a useful foreign policy strategy within the frameworks
established by the Antarctic Treaty is one that utilizes what is known in foreign policy as soft power,
a highly effective strategy to promote their objectives and protect their interests.

In this context, soft power has become a key tool for influencing the opinions and actions of other
countries in the Antarctic region through non-coercive means such as diplomacy, collaboration,
culture, and humanitarian aid. This vision makes cooperation and scientific development possible as
a public good for all of humanity, while allowing each Treaty member country to ‘gain’ in prestige
and knowledge, as soft power strengthens a country’s ability to influence and persuade others through
the attraction of its values, culture, foreign policy, and diplomacy.

The use of soft power is a useful tool in international relations for several reasons:

1. Influence and persuasion: soft power is based on the ability to influence and persuade other
international actors through non-coercive means. This involves promoting a country’s values, ideas,
norms, and culture to generate attraction and sympathy in others. Instead of imposing its will
through force, a country can use soft power to win the goodwill of other countries and achieve its
objectives without resorting to coercion.

2. Attraction and legitimacy: soft power helps generate attraction and legitimacy for a country on the
international stage. By promoting a rich culture, democratic values, reliable institutions, economic
development, freedom of expression, and respect for human rights, a country can increase its appeal
and gain the trust of other countries. This can lead to increased cooperation, strategic alliances, and
better mutual understanding,.

3. Network building and cooperation: soft power facilitates the building of networks and cooperation
between countries. By promoting educational exchanges, scholarship programs, cultural exchanges,
sports events, and tourism activities, contacts and connections are established between people from
different countries. These interactions can foster mutual understanding, empathy, and trust, laying
the foundation for increased political, economic, and security cooperation.

4. Conflict resolution and crisis prevention: soft power can be an effective tool for conflict resolution
and crisis prevention. By employing public diplomacy, strategic communication, and the promotion
of shared values, a country can help reduce tensions, foster dialogue, and seck peaceful solutions.
Additionally, a country with a positive reputation and a favourable image is more likely to receive
international support and find neutral mediators in times of crisis.

5.Influence on global public opinion: soft power can have a significant impact on global public
opinion. Through media, digital technology, and social networks, a country can disseminate its
message, counter negative narratives, and gain public support worldwide. This can influence the
opinions of citizens in other countries, shape the perception of a country and its leadership, and
generate sympathy towards its policies and stances.
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In summary, soft power is a useful tool in international relations because it allows for non-coercive
influence, persuasion, and attraction of other international actors. It helps build strong relationships,
foster cooperation, prevent conflicts, and have a positive impact on global public opinion. For these
reasons, in the context of national Antarctic interests, soft power becomes especially relevant due to
the strategic importance of Antarctica and the challenges posed by its governance.

In the best Aristotelian sense, we can call this the architectural dimension of politics, the best politics
that, while respecting the rights of Treaty actors, ensures the conservation of a unique environment
through strong institutions.
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